








FORESTRY TRAINING CENTRE INCORPORATED

Providing Skills for the Forestry Sector

The Government of Guyana in collaboration 
with the Forest Products Association 
of Guyana and the Tropical Forest 
Foundation (Virginia, USA) established 

the Forestry Training Centre Incorporated (FTCI)  
in May 2002 with funding from the International 
Tropical Timber Organization. Other support 
came from the Department for International 
Development(UK), World Wildlife Fund (Guianas), 
Caterpillar Company and Farfan & Mendes Limited 
(vendors of STIHL chainsaws).

The primary objective of FTCI is to offer practical 
training based on reduced impact logging principles 
and practices to forest operatives, students, public 
officers, representatives of forest based communities 
and representatives of environmental NGOs. FTCI 
carries out its training by running a model logging 
operation and providing hands on training to 
trainees at a special field facility (see Figure 1). Since 
everyone can benefit from practical training, FTCI 
occupies a unique niche in the forestry sector and 
works closely with the University of Guyana (Faculty 
of Agriculture and Forestry) and the Guyana School 
of Agriculture which provides academic courses in 
forestry.

FTCI offers a number of courses including 
forest surveying and mapping, forest inventory, 
directional felling of trees, occupational safety & 
health, and forest botany and forest management 
for communities. FTCI also demonstrates the 
application of prescriptions set out in Guyana 
Forestry Commissions' Code of Practice for Timber 
Harvesting and other standards and guidelines 
published from time to time.  Courses have a 
duration of five (5) to fifteen (15) days. Both genders 
are targeted.

FTCI has collaborated with FAO's Caribbean office 
to carry out training in Grenada, St. Vincent, and 
Belize. FTCI also works regularly in Suriname.

In 2014, FTCI will be starting courses on wood 
processing for operatives in the sawmilling and 
joinery sector.

Southern view of FTCI’s field camp

Students of the University of Guyana in a
 practical training session

Graduation photo for residents of Ituni Community

article supplied by: Forestry Training Centre Inc. 

FPDMC: GUYANA Timber Trade & Investment Magazine 45



In 1989, the Government of Guyana offered approximately one (1) Million acres of 
pristine tropical rain forest to the International Community at the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government meeting in Malaysia.

The Iwokrama International Centre for Rain Forest Conservation and Development 
(IIC) was established by an Act of Parliament, passed and assented to by the President of 

Guyana in 1996 and the Centre was given the sole authority to sustainably manage 
the Iwokrama Programme Site. In keeping with its commitment to address 

best practices, IIC will ensure that all operations continue to comply with 
the stipulations of national regulatory agencies, and all national laws 

and intends to once again achieve international accreditation of 
its forest management practices and operations by the Forest 

Stewardship Council (FSC). An extensive zoning process 
resulted in approximately 50%  of  the 371,000 ha Iwokrama 

Forest being designated a Wilderness Preserve (WP), 
which is IIC’s biodiversity reserve and ‘control’ area. The 
remainder, called the Sustainable Use Area (SUA) was 
demarcated for development work where the Centre’s 
timber model and all of its other business development 
activities, including tourism and training services, are 
undertaken. 

The SUA includes a Net Operable Area (NOA) for 
sustainable timber harvesting which is approximately 
108,000 ha and constitutes only 29% of the total 
forest area. Using the Guyana Forestry Commission’s 
recommended Annual Allowable Cut (AAC) of 20 
m3/ha for a 60-year cycle, the maximum annual 
harvesting area would be 1,800 ha (0.5% of the total 

forest area) and the allowable cut would be 36,000 m3/
year.

Management and Partnerships
The Centre is replicating its overarching management and 

sustainability protocols in the timber operations by building 
local and regional capacity in sustainable forest management 

including but not limited to models of benefit sharing amongst 
multiple stakeholders, Reduced Impact Logging (RIL),  and 

the use of non-traditional species. Techniques for improving 
logging and processing efficiences and the production of value 

added products will be the main tools of this second phase of 
operations. 

IIC’s partnership with neighbouring local communities provides  an 
innovative model for sharing benefits, as it is based on   

Links Business to Research: 

▶
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ownership (communities have moved from stakeholders to shareholders) and formalizes 
the arrangement of co-management of forest resources between the Centre and the 
communities).

Harvest Planning and Operations
Selective harvesting is planned and executed according to strict Reduced Impact Logging 
(RIL) guidelines whereby all commercial species to be harvested are identified, measured, 
marked and mapped.  These tree-location block maps are then used to layout roads, bridges, 
log-markets and skid trails in an efficient manner, avoiding any unnecessary road 
construction and reducing the number of watercourse crossings.  Directional 
felling techniques are used to minimize gap sizes and to reduce logging 
debris in the creeks and streams.  On average, no more than 5 trees per 
ha are felled.  In this manner, the overall impact of harvesting is 
minimal, and operational cost is carefully managed.

Processing for High Quality Products

IIC plans to consistently produce the highest 
quality rough sawn lumber in terms of grade and 
dimensional accuracy and at the highest possible 
recovery rates from log volume. We expect to 
install value added equipment to produce products 
such as kiln dried flooring and decking that match 
the properties of our species to niche, high end 
markets. 

The focus will be on sawing for grade rather 
than sawing for dimension against specific 
orders, concentrating on the recovery of value 
through proper planning, efficient operations and 
appropriate value added production.  This focus 
will permit Iwokrama to offer specific high quality 
products to their clients and ensure delivery in a 
timely manner.

The Iwokrama International Centre continues to 
employ protocols and pratices that demonstrate how 
a tropical forest can be conserved and used sustainably 
for ecological, social and economic benefits to local, 
national and international communities. All of Iwokrama’s 
models are designed to follow international best practices 
and employ innovative governance systems involving various 
stakeholders.  

Applying Best Practices to Sustainable Timber Operations

For further information please contact:
Mr. Ken Rodney, Forest Manager

Iwokrama International Centre,
 77 High Street, Kingston, Georgetown, Guyana.

Email: krodney@iwokrama.org | Website: www.iwokrama.org
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In 2012, after consultations with key stakeholders, a policy 
decision was taken to enter into formal negotiations 
with the European Union on a Forest Law Enforcement 

Governance & Trade Voluntary Partnership Agreement (EU 
FLEGT VPA), which is a bilateral Trade Agreement that 
forms the EU’s response to the problem of illegal logging 
and trade in associated timber products, and is aimed at 
ensuring that only legally produced timber products are 
imported into the EU.

Guyana’s main objective for the EU FLEGT VPA is 
"To provide a forest legality framework supporting 
sustainable forest management and trade, whilst 

improving Guyana’s access to international forest products 
markets. "To advance Guyana’s efforts with the EU on a 
FLEGT VPA,  a FLEGT secretariat has been established 
in Guyana. there has also been the formation of a multi-
stakeholder steering committee for the VPA negotiation 
and implementation efforts called the National Technical 
Working Group (NTWG), and development of a Joint 
Roadmap for Guyana to guide the VPA process from 2012-
2015. From 2012 to present a series of work (pursuant to 

the Roadmap) encompassing the exchange of experiences, 
development of documents and stakeholder consultations, 
were undertaken.

Key milestones achieved during this period included:
✓ First and Second negotiations held in December 2012                
     and July 2013 respectively.
✓ Draft Legality Definition for Guyana FLEGT VPA.
✓ Draft Regulatory Framework which defines what   		
    constitutes legal timber in Guyana’s context.
✓ Draft Product Coverage outlining the products to be   	
    covered under the agreement.

In recognition of the importance of stakeholder 
contribution to the process, several stakeholder 
engagement activities were carried out nationwide. The 

NTWG, in collaboration with the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization, under the EU FAO FLEGT 
and ACP FLEGT Programmes, conducted these FLEGT 
Awareness Sessions with the aim of enhancing stakeholder’s 
understanding of FLEGT, presenting an update of 
Guyana’s VPA process, creating a platform for stakeholder 
participation and eliciting feedback on the process, inclusive 
of the Legality Definition.

At the conclusion of this support, the Chain Saw Milling 
Project funded by the EU, through its second phase, provided 
financial and technical support, to the NTWG in advancing 
the stakeholder consultation aspect of the process. 

These awareness and consultation sessions have been 
attended by representatives from every region of Guyana

FLEGT Guyana

 

Supporting Responsible Trade for Guyana’s Forest
GUYANA FOREST LAW ENFORESTMENT GOVERNANCE & TRADE

▶
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FLEGT Discussions in Lethem, Region 9

Discussions with Indigenous Communities on FLEGT

FLEGT Discussions in Region 4



Guyana and targeted concessionaires, saw millers, civil 
society, Community Forestry Organizations, Local and 
International NGOs, Amerindian Villages and 
communities.  The sessions were very instrumental as 
key issues of Guyana’s VPA process such as imported 
forest produce, representation of stakeholders groups, 
Independent Monitoring, Health and Safety, Land 
Tenure and User Rights Issues, Child Labor and laws 
governing the same were raised and discussed.

In keeping with the Joint Roadmap, two projects: 
Development of a Communication and Consultation 
Strategy and a Scoping of Impacts Study have been 

implemented. The Communication and Consultation 
Strategy will be designed to advise on best practices to 
achieve the outcome of a strong and comprehensive 

stakeholder engagement process while the Initial Scoping of 
Impacts Assessment will seek to inform Guyana’s next steps 
in relation to bridging the gap between the current situation 
and what is required by the VPA across the various stakeholder 
groups. strong and comprehensive stakeholder engagement 
process while the Initial Scoping of Impacts Assessment will 
seek to inform Guyana’s next steps in relation to bridging the 
gap between the current situation and what is required by 
the VPA across the various stakeholder groups. 

Work on the Legality Assurance System, specifically 
the Legality Definition has progressed. The 
legality definition aims to capture the essence 

of  what will be considered "legal timber" in the context of 
the VPA and is currently being customised to the Guyana 
situation using a participatory approach at the stakeholder 
level. Once consultations would have advanced significantly, 
testing of the legality definition will be carried out. 

Although there is still much work to be covered by Guyana, 
it is imperative to note that dedication to this initiative is of 
paramount importance. As such, the NTWG in collaboration 
with stakeholders will continue to work steadfastly to ensure 
that Guyana formulates a pragmatic but holistic VPA which 
builds on existing systems, reflecting wide stakeholder 
engagement and exemplifies Guyana’s efforts towards 
sustainable forest management. In this regard, stakeholders 
are encouraged to actively contribute to the process.

Potential investors in the forest sector are also invited to 
contribute to this VPA development, since it will impact 
on their marketing strategies. Important to note however, 
is that the EU has already noted that Guyana has existing 
structures and systems in place which should to be built 
upon to meet the requirements of a VPA. This will enable 
continuing access to the more lucrative global markets.

 

Comments, queries and clarifications on 
Guyana EU FLEGT VPA

process can be emailed to: euflegt@forestry.gov.gy

 

Bhola’s Sawmill has been in the wood business  for over 15 years. We have vast
experience in this industry; and we would be thrilled to form viable long term 
partnership with you, our valued current and potential customers.

We specialize in:-  Sawn lumber, Squares, Sleepers, 
Piling and Dressed Lumber in specias such as:

Greenheart
Washiba (ipe)
Wamara
Crabwood

Purpleheart
Mora
Kabukalli
and many more

1&2 Hubu (Parika), East Bank Essequibo, Guyana, S. America.
Tel: (592) 262- 0097-9 | Cell: (592) 612-0451 

            ( Lumber Yard) Lot 4 Little Diamond, East Bank Demerara, Guyana
Cell:  (592) 612-0451

            Email: bholasawmill@yahoo.com      

Looking for quality tropical quality lumber?
We’ll make sure you get the best deal!

1&2 Hubu (Parika), East Bank Essequibo, Guyana, S. America.
Tel: (592) 262- 0097-9 | Cell: (592) 612-0451 

            ( Lumber Yard) Lot 4 Little Diamond, East Bank Demerara, Guyana
Cell:  (592) 612-0451

            

( Lumber Yard) Lot 4 Little Diamond, East Bank Demerara, Guyana
Cell:  (592) 612-0451

            

FLEGT awareness & discussion 
forum in Karasabai, Region 9

Stakeholder engagement on FLEGT in Essequibo, Region 2



Main Shipping Services 
out of Guyana

LAPARKAN FREIGHT FORWARDING 
DIVISION
1 Lombard Street, Georgetown, Guyana	
592-226-1095/7	
guyana.shipping@laparkan.com	
http://www.laparkan.com

MUNESHWER’S SHIPPING
45-47 Water Street, Georgetown, Guyana		
592-227-7417/8	
wharf@muneshwers.com	
http://www.shipping.org.gy/agents/item/
90-muneshwers-ltd

JOHN FERNANDES LTD.
24 Water Street, Georgetown, Guyana	
592- 227-3344, 227-3350	
agent@jf-ltd.com
http://www.jf-ltd.com/group_of_companies

GUYANA NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL CO. INC.
1-9 Lombard Street, Charlestown, G/town, Guyana
592-226-0882
gnicadmin@ewirelessgy.com
www.laparkan.com/.../industrial &
gnic-guyana-national-industrial-corporation

GUYANA NATIONAL SHIPPING 
CORPORATION
5-9 Lombard Street, Georgetown, Guyana		
592-226-1840	
freightdivision@gnsc.com	
http://www.gnsc.com

DEMERARA SHIPPING CO.
8-12 Water Street, Georgetown, Guyana
592-225-6774, 226-4455
demship@solutions2000.net
http://www.shipping.org.gy



Craft

Exporters

Amazon Authentics
78 Robb Street, Georgetown & 
66 Richmond Hill, Linden, Guyana

✆ +592-223-1234 
✆ +592-444-6162	  
✆ +592-621-9303
✉ amazonauthentics@gmail.com

Liana Cane Interior Ltd. 
173 Charlotte Street, Lacytown, 
Georgetown,Guyana & 1 -5 Victoria 
Road, Sparendaam, Guyana

✆ +592-225-8404 
✆ +592-220-2751

Guyana Mat Company Inc.
7 Middleton Street, Campbellville,
Georgetown, Guyana

✆ +592-227-2854
✆ +592-624-0500
✉ guymatco@gmail.com

G. S. Forest Resources 
✆ +592-218-0085 
✆ +592-218-0054 
✆ +592-626-7493
✉ gsfr@guyana.net.gy

Sunshine Timbers 		
Company Inc.

✆ +592-676-9257 
✉ sunshinetimbers@gmail.com   	
✉ achen724@gmail.com

Unity Timbers International 
Company Inc. 
✆ +592-676-9257 
✉ achen724@gmail.com
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A. N. Singh & Son & 
Daughter Lumber Sales
11-14 Lombard & Princess Street, 
Werk-en-Rust, Guyana

✆ +592-226-2776					   
✆ +592-647-6237

Parika Sawmills Ltd. 
154 Parika, East Bank Essequibo, 
Guyana 

✆ +592-260-4239
✉ parikasawmills@gmail.com

G&I Sawmills and Logging 

29 Pouderoyen, West Bank 
Demerara, Guyana

✆ +592-264-2524 
✆ +592- 624-7088
✉ ganeshcheddie@hotmail.com

D. Rampersaud Lumber 
Yard 	
3 Good Hope, E. C. D., Guyana 
✆ +592-220-6914

Paradise Woods 

36 Almond Avenue, Roraima 
Scheme, West Bank Demerara

Dharmu Boodhoo-(Managing Director)

✆ +592-654-9906
✆ +592-649-4926 	

Shoghi Boodhoo-(Managing Director) 

✆ +592-638-8627

Specialises in:- 
1.	Greenheart, purpleheart, 

locust, red cedar and mixed 
hardwood lumber & squares.

2.	Greenheart Marine Pilings.	

Davo Lumberyard-D. Pooran 

20 Industrial Site, Eccles, 
East Bank Demerara, Guyana 

✆+592-233-2758 
✆ +592-225-8404 
✆ +592-616-5814

5 Railway line, Ogle, 
East Coast Demerara, Guyana 

✆ +592-222-4066
✆ +592-616-5814

Sawmill/Lumber Yard
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Rohit’s Lumber Yard, 
Hardware & Sawmill
7 Good Hope, E.C.D & Block S & H. 
Pearl, East Bank Demerara, Guyana

✆ +592+220-9574 Email: 			 
✉ rohitslumberyard@yahoo.com

R. Prasad Industries
27 Grant 1802, Crabwood Creek, 
Corentyne, Berbice, Guyana

✆ +592-339-2245
✆ +592-623-6800
✉ rprasadind@yahoo.com

Toolsie Persaud Ltd. 
10-12 Lombard & Sussex Streets 

Georgetown & Providence, East 
Bank Demerara, Guyana 
(Opposite Guyana Nat'l Stadium)

✆ +592-226-4071/5 
✆ +592 -265-7510

Y. Singh Lumber Yard and 
Sawmill		 	

Timehri Public Road & 12 Lombard 
& De Roy Streets, Georgetown, 
Guyana

✆ +592-261-2495
✆ +592-225-4507

Telack Seegobin 
316 Lusignan, ECD, Guyana 

✆ +592-220-5015

Value Added
Furniture, Mouldings, Spindles & Doors 

Eco Woods
Sub Lot ‘A’, Land of Canaan, 		
East Bank Demerara

✆ +592-266-5414
✆ +592-266-5464
✉ ecowood.trade@gmail.com 	
✉ nizamameerally@yahoo.com

Modern Industries Ltd.
3-6 Industrial Site, Ruimveldt, 
Georgetown, Guyana

✆ +592-227-5265
✆ +592-226-9988
✆ +592-226-9385 
✉ kissoon@networksgy.com
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Guy-America Furniture
•	165 Mandela Avenue 

Georgetown, Guyana 

•	17 Zeeburg, West Coast 
Demerara, Guyana

•	52 Parika, East Bank Demerara
Guyana

✆ +592-225-7441
✆ +592-277-0589 
✆ +592-260-4580
✉ guy-america@hotmail.com

Shivrattan Moulding
Establishment Ltd.

•	9B Kersaint Park, LBI, East Coast
Demerara, Guyana

•	65DD Eccles, Industrial Site,
East Bank Demerara, Guyana

✆ +592-220-3833
✆ +592-233-3872
✉ www.shivrattanmoulding.com

Shiva Woodworking
Establishment Ltd.
5A Public Road, Enmore,
East Coast Demerara, Guyana

✆ +592-256-3709
✆ +592-270-6573
✉ shiva@gol.net.gy

Unique woodworking and 
Building Construction
90 Independence Street 
La-Grange, West Bank Demerara, 
Guyana

✆ +592-662-3997
✆ +592-610-4879

•	Construction of Houses
•	Manufacturing of Doors 

Forest Products Association of Guyana
 157 Waterloo Street, Georgetown, 

✆ +592-226-9848
✉ fpasect@guyana.net.gy

Forest Association
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