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SCRATCHINGS
The Watkins Man
By A. B. McCAIN
They are standing in the
wings now, graying at the
temples, some bent from
their toils, all smug with the
knowledge of their years and
with all the comforts of
urban living. Most of them
have automobiles, air conditioned homes, television,
computers, supermarkets,
doctors and many other services to keep body and soul
together.
I’m referring to the “Baby
Boomers”, that vast portion
of the population set to fall
on the Social Security
System like a plague of
locusts, a system that was
conceived in a time when
there were few automobiles,
no air conditioners, no television, no computers, few
places available to buy groceries and few doctors within
reach.
That time was the middle
30s, when many people lived
a rural life, when it wasn’t
possible or practicable to go
into town for the every day
needs of family life. The corner grocery or supermarket
wasn’t there, or the hardware store, even the doctor
wasn’t there to help with the
bumps and bruises.

fill their needs.
The woman of one house
might flag him down, come
out to the car, pass the time
of day and give him a bit of
news about a possible
upcoming marriage or a
death of a member of her
family, all the while she
would be filling her needs at
the time, vanilla extract,
black pepper, a bottle of liniment or maybe a quart of fly
spray, because many of these
houses didn’t have screens
on the windows, and summer
heat, required that the windows and doors be open for
cooling.
At another the man of the
house might wave him down
from the barn, come out,
shake hands and buy a couple of quarts of oil which he
received in quart fruit jars
poured from the five gallon
can in the trunk.
EGGS BOUGHT
Each house along the road
was treated in the same
manner, one house might not
have the money for their
needs, but would have a
dozen or so eggs to sell,
which my uncle would buy or
give credit for placing them
in a large gourd he kept in
the car for just this reason.
The eggs were used at home
and if they accumulated
beyond household needs he
sold the excess to local grocers.
The grocers of the time
relied heavily on the country
for supplies like eggs, chickens and vegetables of all
kinds. The grocery’s meat
was delivered as a whole side
of beef, and each small grocery store had its own butcher, meat was not packaged
and placed on display, but
cut to order and then
wrapped in “butcher” paper
for customers.
Live chickens, hens and
fryers were kept in coops at
the rear of stores, which were
killed, picked and dressed on
order. I know, because, at five
cents a bird, this was the
source of my spending
money, in 1939 and ’40.
In the winter the routine
and routes were the same, a
jar of mentholated ointment
here a small can of salve for
boils there. Spools of thread
and packets of needles sold
well in the ‘30s, as most folks
of the time couldn’t buy new
and had to “make do” by
patching and mending the
clothes on their backs.

THE WATKINS MAN
But, there was the
Watkins Man. He was the
one to supply the housewife’s
needs for keeping the family
fed and clothed and the
farmer’s salves and liniments for himself and the
livestock.
My uncle John Talmadge
Magee was a Watkins Man,
whose sales territory for J. R.
Watkins
products
was
Southwest Louisiana. I
never knew of any one to call
him by any other name than
“Tal” Magee, he was like a
father to me and I named my
first born son after him. It
was always an adventure to
go with him when he made
his weekly trips to different
areas of his sales territory.
I was seven or eight and
can remember my aunt asking my uncle were he was
going this day, he replied
“Bell City and Hayes and I
think I’ll take the boy if he
wants to go”. Bell City and
Hayes are two small communities southeast of Lake
Charles and the names
always held a fascination for
me and yes I wanted to go!
My uncle at the time had a
Willys sedan car, the back
seat had been removed and
was piled high with various
sundries, spices, lotions,
TRAPPING SEASON
cooking needs, and any numThere was still the busiber of odds and ends.
ness of eggs with the added
income of the fur trade. In
COAL OIL SALES
trapping season my uncle
In the trunk there were would buy or trade for fur
five gallon cans of coal oil. pelts and I always knew
This was a given as there when trapping season was
wasn’t any electricity or in, as the car had the odor of
propane at the time for lights skunk in it. And so it went,
and cooking, fly spray and day after day, one man’s susmotor oil, also cans of grease tenance scratched from the
and even a few nuts and land and another’s livelihood
bolts.
earned, by nickel and dimes.
It didn’t take long to get
In the time that I knew
out of town back then him, all through the ‘30s, he
because the “country” as peo- had no other trade. The people of town called the outly- ple that had the good fortune
ing areas came pretty close to buy and use the J. R.
to the city limits, which were Watkins products, will tell
only a few blocks away from you that they couldn’t be
the center of town.
beat, their liniments, spices
My uncle would drive and extracts were of exceldown a parish road, stop at a lent quality and all the other
roadside house, honk the various sundries that were
horn and wait a minute or so brought to the front doors of
for the occupant to emerge. folks that couldn’t get to
Since he kept a set schedule them. I personally can attest
on his weekly rounds, coun- to their chocolate bars, as
try folk knew his wares and this was one of the pleasures
waited for him if possible to of riding with the Watkins

Got an armadillo problem? Converting farm & forest
Here are some solutions
into biofuels is studied
By DAN GILL
LSU AgCenter
Horticulturist
I live in an area that is
rural transitioning into suburban. In many areas of the
state, developers are building
more and more new subdivisions in areas that were once
wooded or open fields. People
moving to these new subdivisions from more urban areas
are often startled to encounter
wildlife they never saw in the
cities, such as deer, raccoons,
armadillos, opossums and
moles.
You may even live in an
older subdivision with a nearby wooded area. After years of
never having a problem with
nuisance wildlife, you could
find the situation changes
when the wooded area is
developed. Displaced wildlife
may move into areas where
they were not previously an
issue.
Dealing with nuisance
wildlife is rarely easy or simple. Typically, a careful study
of the animals’ habits is necessary to control them effectively. Eliminating a nuisance
animal often requires considerable time and effort, if it is
even practical. Sometimes,
unwanted wildlife can require
gardeners to modify how they
garden or what they grow or
where they can grow it in
some situations.
One of the more common
complaints is from damage
caused by armadillos. In their
quest for subterranean food,
they can uproot bedding
plants, lawns, perennials and
small shrubs. Damage can be
light to extensive. Although
armadillos typically tend to
move on, control may sometimes be necessary. I checked
with LSU AgCenter specialist
Dr. Don Reed, who deals with
problems relating to nuisance
wildlife, about the life habits
of armadillos and methods to
control them effectively.
Apparently,
armadillos
(Dasypus
novemcinctus),
although being rather recent
inhabitants of our Louisiana
landscape, have rapidly
become a widespread pest in
the state. Over the years,
their range has expanded
from South America to
Central America and into
most of Mexico and Texas.
The first armadillos to
reach Louisiana appeared in
the northwest corner of the
state around 1925 and rapidly
expanded their range. Their
ability to spread so quickly
into new areas is evident by
the vast numbers we see dead
along
our
highways.
Armadillos have a peculiar
habit of jumping upward
when startled. This probably
accounts for many collisions
with automobiles in situations that otherwise would
involve the vehicle safely
passing over the animal.
man.
May 25, 1941, “Tal” Magee
died, his funeral and the procession to the graveyard was
a sight to be hold, there were
men in fine suits and men in
coveralls, ladies in silk dresses and ladies in print dresses, big black sedans, Model
T’s and pick up trucks, all
came to pay their respects.

Armadillos do not hibernate and therefore cannot
remain in their burrows for
long periods of cold weather.
This factor, more than any
other, limits their northward
expansion and is the reason
for population declines in
Louisiana following extremely cold winters.
They breed in July and
August, but because of
delayed implantation, eggs
aren’t fertilized until late fall.
Developing embryos undergo
a 120-day gestation period,
after which four identical
quadruplets are born. The
reason for this odd reproductive feature, in which all of the
young have exactly the same
genetic makeup, involves the
fertilization of a single egg
that then divides into four
separate embryos.
Armadillos’ burrowing and
rooting habits are often the
cause of the animal coming
into disfavor with homeowners. Characteristic armadillo
activity in a landscape consists of shallow holes that are
1 to 3 inches deep and 3 to 5
inches wide. Squirrels, skunks
and moles are animals that
often do damage similar to
armadillos. But squirrels
make smaller, uniform holes,
skunks have a characteristic
smell and moles create raised
earthen tunnels – the calling
cards of these other culprits.
The majority of armadillos’
digging activity is done while
searching for food. Some 90
percent of their diet consists
of insects and larvae, though
they also eat earthworms,
fruits, berries, snails, slugs,
ants, amphibians and reptiles
in small quantities.
Control measures
Armadillos are classified
as outlaw quadrupeds, which
makes it legal to kill them
year-round. Shooting is one
method that is legal in
Louisiana when done during
daylight hours and within the
guidelines of local firearm
ordinances.
This lethal option, however, is sometimes difficult to
employ
because
most
armadillos are nocturnal.
Trapping with either leg-hold
or wire-type box traps is often
successful in controlling
armadillos around homes and
yards. Leg-hold traps are
most effective when set near
the entrance to an active burrow. Wire-type box traps can
be set in areas where armadillo activity is ongoing. Baits
are often not necessary in
these traps; instead, use a set
of boards to funnel armadillos
directly into the trap. No
repellents, toxicants or fumigants are registered for control purposes.
More information is available on the Internet. Simply
do a search for armadillo control.

The potential and problems of converting forest and
agricultural products into
biofuels was the focus of the
third Louisiana Natural
Resources Symposium July
16-17.
More than 100 people including land managers,
foresters, landowners, entrepreneurs and researchers attended the two-day event
at the Lod Cook Conference
Center on the LSU campus.
Dr. Mike Salassi, LSU
AgCenter economist, said
biodiesel
production
is
expected to increase substantially during the next
two years.
Converting biomass to
energy has the potential to
offset petroleum use in the
United States by 20 percent,
he said.
Salassi said Exxon-Mobil
recently has decided to
invest heavily in making fuel
from algae because it can be
grown on a large scale to provide adequate feedstock.
Waste products from the
forestry industry also have
potential for being converted
into fuel, said Dr. Richard
Vlosky, director of the
Louisiana Forest Products
Development Center in the
LSU AgCenter.
Vlosky said Louisiana
and the rest of the South
have considerable potential
for making fuels from wood
biomass.
Chevron
and
Weyerhaeuser have formed a
partnership to convert biomass into fuel, he said.
“I think we’ll see some
interesting
developments
within the year,” Vlosky said.
Dr. Mark Zappi, dean of
the College of Engineering at
the University of Louisiana
at Lafayette, said the biofuels industry has huge potential, but it has yet to overcome challenges in supply,
infrastructure, storage and
distribution.
“We’re still a few breakthroughs from hitting a
home run,” Zappi said.
He said converting biomass into energy can be done
through three different cellulosic processes, but none can
be done profitably on a large
scale.
Zappi said algae has the
potential for providing much
of the feedstock for biodiesel,
but sewage sludge and sweet
potatoes also could be used.
“There’s a lot of good stuff
we are throwing away that
has a high Btu (British thermal unit) rating,” he said.
Biofuels will not completely offset U.S. dependence on petroleum, said Dr.
Donal Day, a researcher with
the
LSU
AgCenter’s

Audubon Sugar Institute.
“We can’t replace oil with
biofuels,” Day said. “We can
supplement the supply.”
Dr. Rakesh Bajpai, a
chemical engineering professor at the University of
Louisiana at Lafayette, said
algae has the annual potential to make 4,000 gallons of
biofuel per acre using land
unsuited for traditional agriculture.
The Chinese tallow tree,
also known as a chicken tree,
could be grown to produce
even more biofuel per acre
than soybeans, using land
that is too salty, too wet or
too infertile for other crops,
said Dr. Gary Breitenbeck, a
researcher in the LSU
AgCenter’s School of Plant,
Environmental and Soil
Sciences.
“We can get 1,000 gallons
per acre without difficulty,”
Breitenbeck said.
The tallow tree has been
grown in China for at least
1,500 years, he said, and it
was introduced into the
United States as an ornamental plant. The Chinese
have used it to make an artificial creamer and to make
chocolate.
“In the last few years,
they realized the potential
for biodiesel,” Breitenbeck
said.
He said a crop could be
ready three years after
planting to produce seeds
that contain oil and tallow
that can be used for fuel.
Breitenbeck said he has
not been able to find any
major pests of the tree, but
the species has a wide genetic variation that results in
many trees that produce few,
if any, oil-bearing seeds.
He said he has been
selecting trees in the wild
that yield large amounts of
seeds and then cloning those
plants.
Breitenbeck said the tallow tree naturally reproduces by cross pollination,
resulting in diverse characteristics from tree to tree.
He said he is confident
the species could be a moneymaker
for
Louisiana
landowners.
“The tallow tree has the
potential to become our more
energy-efficient and profitable oilseed crop,” he said.
The symposium was sponsored by the LSU AgCenter,
Southern
Regional
Extension Forestry, U.S.
Department of Agriculture
Forest Service, Louisiana
Forestry Association and the
Louisiana
Society
of
American Foresters.
pg5B, The Cameron Parish Pilot.
Cameron, LA. 6 Aug 2009

Swarm alarm.
The termites are coming.

With his death and Pearl
Harbor a way of commerce
and a way of life came to an
end. Gone were the days that
a country housewife could
wave a dish towel and have
her everyday household
needs placed in her hand, by
flagging down The Watkins
Man!

Call 478-7826

McKenziePestControl
THE HOME PROTECTORS

mckenziepestcontrol.com
Keith Dubrock, Owner • 4711 Common St., Lake Charles
Serving Southwest
Louisiana Since 1951

Cameron Parish School Board
Back-to-School Information:
Monday, August 10, 2009 — Teachers Report to Schools
Wednesday, August 12, 2009
Students and all Employees Report to Schools
Grand Lake High School Bell Schedule:
7:45 A.M. - 2:30 P.M., Monday through Friday
Hackberry High School, Johnson Bayou High School, and South Cameron High School Bell Schedule:
7:45 A.M. – 3:51 P.M. Monday through Thursday
Pupil Appraisal Office Now Open in Grand Lake High School wing
Regular Bus Information
New students are assigned bus routes at time of registration.
Previous school zone routes remain in effect.
Bus Pick-up Points from Parish Lines for Families Displaced by Hurricanes
6:45 A.M. – Bus will pick-up residents only of FEMA Trailer Park in Grand Lake who attend South Cameron
High School. Grand Lake bus will pick up as last year.)
7:00 A.M. – Bus will meet parents of students who attend South Cameron High School
at St. Patrick’s Chapel parking lot.
Other Displaced Student Transportation Needs
Parents of students at Johnson Bayou High School who need to be picked up at St. Peter the Apostle
parking lot in Hackberry, must call Principal Gene Reynolds at 569-2138 by Monday, August 10, 2009.
Parents of students at Grand Lake High School who need to be picked up at St. Patrick’s Chapel parking
lot in Sweet Lake must call Principal David Duhon at 905-2231 or 905-2056 by August 10, 2009.
(The Cameron Parish Police Jury Site at Eighty Acres is NOT A PICK-UP POINT THIS SCHOOL YEAR!)
SPECIAL REMINDERS!
All basic school supplies are being supplied by Cameron Parish School Board through donated resources.
Student Information Packets and School Calendars will be distributed to all students on Wednesday.

Speak up, speak French.

School uniforms remain in effect for all students, including our new Pre-Kindergarten students.

It’s our history and our future.

School “Spirit Tee-Shirts” will only be permitted on very limited special days, as determined by the School
Principal. Students will be expected to wear uniform tops on the majority of school days.

It’s our birthright, our culture.
It’s the language of Louisiana.
www.codoﬁl.org

For more school information, visit www.camsch.org

RUN: Aug. 6 (AU-13)

